Soluble MICB serum levels correlate with disease stage and survival rate in patients with oral squamous cell carcinoma.
Expression of ligands of natural killer group 2D (NKG2D) immunoreceptors, such as major histocompatibility complex class I-related chain A/B (MICA/B), has been proposed to play an important role in tumour immunosurveillance. Soluble forms of MICA/B are increased in sera of cancer patients and are postulated to impair antitumour immune response by downregulating expression of NKG2D immunoreceptors. Serum levels of soluble MICA have been shown to be of diagnostic significance in malignant diseases. The potential of soluble MICB (sMICB) as a marker for oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) was investigated. sMICB levels did not differ significantly from those in normal control individuals. However, the findings indicate that sMICB levels are significantly increased in stage IV OSCC and high sMICB levels are significantly associated with decreased survival rates in patients.